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(57) ABSTRACT

An apparatus for injecting a two-tone interior panel may
include a skin including a surface portion and a folded
portion extending from an end of the surface portion, an
upper mold under which the skin is disposed, and a lower
mold that slides up or down below the upper mold. When the
lower mold is elevated, a portion of the lower mold corre-
sponding to the folded portion may come in indirect contact
with the upper mold with the folded portion therebetween,
and a portion of the lower mold corresponding to the surface
portion may form a space between the lower mold and the
surface portion into which a first resin is to be injected.

8 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
APPARATUS FOR INJECTING TWO-TONE
INTERIOR PANEL

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application claims priority of Korean Patent
Application Number 10-2013-0158094, filed on Dec. 18,
2013, the entire contents of which application are incorpo-
rated herein for all purposes by this reference.

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION

1. Field of Invention

The present invention relates to an apparatus for injecting
a two-tone interior panel that has soft foam and hard foam
injected together.

2. Description of Related Art

Typically, an instrument panel in a vehicle includes glove
box or the like and is filled with foam such as urethane foam
that absorbs shock when the head of a passenger may hit the
instrument panel at the time of forward collision.

Further, the instrument panel has a foam layer inside and
a skin portion outside integrally. The inside is formed so that
it is soft with many blow holes to make it comfort, and the
outside is formed so that it is integrated with a hard skin
portion having a thickness of 0.2 to 1 mm for better
appearance.

Further, a foaming process of such an instrument panel
includes producing a skin portion that is a surface layer, then
filling the skin portion with urethane foam, and foaming it
to manufacture a panel.

In particular, a crash pad requires soft foam and hard foam
injected as two tones. In this case, groove is made at the
border portion therebetween to spoil the appearance, and the
flow of resin is noticeable. Accordingly, the products have
less value.

The information disclosed in this Background section is
only for enhancement of understanding of the general back-
ground of the invention and should not be taken as an
acknowledgement or any form of suggestion that this infor-
mation forms the prior art already known to a person skilled
in the art.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

Various aspects of the present invention are directed to
provide an apparatus for injecting a two-tone interior panel
in which soft foam and hard foam are injected together to
form the interior panel.

According to various aspects of the present invention,
there is provided an apparatus for injecting a two-tone
interior panel, including: a skin including a surface portion
and a folded portion extending from an end of the surface
portion, an upper mold under which the skin is disposed, and
a lower mold that slides up or down below the upper mold,
wherein when the lower mold is elevated, a portion of the
lower mold corresponding to the folded portion comes in
indirect contact with the upper mold with the folded portion
therebetween, and a portion of the lower mold correspond-
ing to the surface portion forms a space between the lower
mold and the surface portion into which a first resin is to be
injected.

After injection of the first resin, the lower mold may be
lowered and a second resin may be injected from a side
opposite to a side from which the first resin is injected. When
the second resin is injected, the folded portion may be
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pushed by the second resin to be folded under the first resin,
such that the folded portion may be inserted in the second
resin. Through holes may be formed in the folded portion of
the skin, such that when the second resin is injected, the
second resin may flow through the through holes to reach
under the first resin. A folding line may be caved at a border
between the surface portion and the folded portion.

The lower mold may have a pressing portion formed at a
position corresponding to a border between the surface
portion and the folded portion, such that the border between
the surface portion and the folded portion may be pressed by
the pressing portion to be sealed when the lower mold is
elevated. The lower mold may be provided with an inden-
tation portion that is indented downward and formed below
the surface portion.

The first resin may include soft foam and the second resin
may include hard foam. The first resin may be injected at a
low pressure and the second resin may be injected at a high
pressure.

The methods and apparatuses of the present invention
have other features and advantages which will be apparent
from or are set forth in more detail in the accompanying
drawings, which are incorporated herein, and the following
Detailed Description, which together serve to explain certain
principles of the present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a view of a skin of an exemplary apparatus for
injecting a two-tone interior panel according to the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is a view of injecting first resin by an exemplary
apparatus for injecting a two-tone interior panel according to
the present invention; and

FIG. 3 is a view of injecting second resin by an exemplary
apparatus for injecting a two-tone interior panel according to
the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to various embodi-
ments of the present invention(s), examples of which are
illustrated in the accompanying drawings and described
below. While the invention(s) will be described in conjunc-
tion with exemplary embodiments, it will be understood that
present description is not intended to limit the invention(s)
to those exemplary embodiments. On the contrary, the
invention(s) is/are intended to cover not only the exemplary
embodiments, but also various alternatives, modifications,
equivalents and other embodiments, which may be included
within the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the
appended claims.

FIG. 1 is a view of a skin of an apparatus for injecting a
two-tone interior panel according to various embodiments of
the present invention, FIG. 2 is a view of injecting first resin
by the apparatus, and FIG. 3 is a view of injecting second
resin by the apparatus.

An apparatus for injecting a two-tone interior panel
according to various embodiments of the present invention
includes: a skin 100 including a surface portion 120 and a
folded portion 140 extending from the end of the surface
portion; an upper mold 300 under which the skin 100 is
located; and a lower mold 400 that slides up and down below
the upper mold 300, wherein when the lower mold 400 is
elevated, a portion of the lower mold 400 corresponding to
the folded portion 140 comes in indirect contact with the
upper mold 300 with the folded portion 140 therebetween,
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and the portion of the lower mold 400 corresponding to the
surface portion 120 forms a space between the lower mold
400 and the surface portion 120 into which first resin R1 is
injected.

The apparatus according to various embodiments of the
present invention injects soft foam with the first resin R1 and
then injects hard foam to produce a two-tone interior panel.
The soft foam may be formed by using a skin for soft foam
as the surface material.

Specifically, as shown in FIG. 1, the skin 100 is composed
of' the surface portion 120 and a folded portion 140 extended
from the end of the surface portion 120. The folded portion
140 is folded into the inside to be inserted therein when the
second resin R2 is injected, to thereby enhance the bonding
force.

The mold includes the upper mold 300 and the lower mold
400. As shown in FIG. 2, the skin 100 is located under the
lower surface of the upper mold 300. The lower mold 400
may be a slider mold and may have a guide mold 410 at a
side thereof.

After the skin 100 is located under the lower surface of the
upper mold 300, the lower mold 400 is elevated as shown in
FIG. 2. At this time, the lower mold 400 slides up and down
below the upper mold 300. When it slides up, the portion of
the lower mold 400 corresponding to the folded portion 140
comes in indirect contact with the upper mold 300 with the
folded portion 140 therebetween, and the portion of the
lower mold 400 corresponding to the surface portion 120
forms an injection space into which the first resin R1 is
injected between the lower mold 400 and the surface portion
120.

Then, the first resin R1 is injected from the right hand, as
shown in FIG. 2. The lower mold 400 has a pressing portion
440 at a location corresponding to the border between the
surface portion 120 and the folded portion 140. When the
lower mold 400 is elevated, the border between the surface
portion 120 and the folded portion 140 is pressed by the
pressing portion 440 to be sealed. Therefore, even if the first
resin R1 permeates, the first resin R1 does not go over to the
left side but is located only under the surface portion 120 of
the skin 100 between the upper mold 300 and the lower mold
400.

Then, the lower mold 400 is lowered by a predetermined
distance as shown in FIG. 3, and the second resin R2 is
injected from the left hand. Here, a folding line 160 is made
between the surface portion 120 and the folded portion 140
so that the folded portion 140 can be easily folded. While the
folded portion 140 is folded, the second resin R2 is injected
from the opposite side to the side where the first resin R1 is
injected when the lower mold 400 is lowered. Through holes
142 are formed in the folded portion 140 of the skin 100,
such that when the second resin R2 is injected, it may flow
through the through holes 142 to reach under the first resin
R1 already formed.

That is, when the second resin R2 is injected, the folded
portion 140 is pushed by the second resin R2 to be folded
under the first resin R1, such that the folded portion 140 may
be inserted in the second resin R2. Further, the through holes
142 are formed so that a sufficient amount of the second
resin R2 may be supplied via the through holes 142.

Further, the lower mold 400 may be provided with an
indentation portion 420 that is indented downward and
formed below the surface portion 120.

With this configuration, the two-tone border is made with
the folded portion 140 instead of the end of the foam skin.
Further, by applying the knife edge for easier folding, the
two-tone foam skin can be folded and the width of the
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groove can be reduced. Further, the border pressed in
advance by the pressing portion 440 for sealing the two-tone
border when injecting the resin at high pressure has high
density. Further, by applying the indentation portion 420 to
guide the second resin, the second resin can be prevented
from permeating via the border of skins and gaps between
molds when injecting the second resin at high pressure.

In various embodiments of the present invention, the first
resin may be soft foam and the second resin may be hard
foam. Further, the first resin may be injected at low pressure
and the second resin may be injected at high pressure.

As set forth above, according to the apparatus for inject-
ing a two-tone interior panel thus configured, the foam skin
is folded by the flow of resin injected at high pressure, such
that the two-tone border is made with the folded portion
instead of the end of the foam skin. Further, by applying the
knife edge for easier folding, the two-tone foam skin can be
folded and the width of the groove can be reduced.

In addition, when injecting the resin at low pressure,
sealing for preventing the resin from moving over the
two-tone border to the area in which resin is injected at high
pressure can be made. Moreover, the density of the two-tone
border pressed in advance for sealing when injecting the
resin at high pressure can be increased. Further, by applying
a portion to guide resin that moves over, it can prevent the
resin from permeating via the foam skin and gaps between
molds when injecting the resin at high pressure.

In addition, the contact area between the resin injected at
high pressure and the resin injected at low pressure is
maximized, such that durability is increased.

For convenience in explanation and accurate definition in
the appended claims, the terms “upper” or “lower”, “up” or
“down”, and etc. are used to describe features of the exem-
plary embodiments with reference to the positions of such
features as displayed in the figures.

The foregoing descriptions of specific exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention have been presented for
purposes of illustration and description. They are not
intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the
precise forms disclosed, and obviously many modifications
and variations are possible in light of the above teachings.
The exemplary embodiments were chosen and described in
order to explain certain principles of the invention and their
practical application, to thereby enable others skilled in the
art to make and utilize various exemplary embodiments of
the present invention, as well as various alternatives and
modifications thereof. It is intended that the scope of the
invention be defined by the Claims appended hereto and
their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for injecting a two-tone interior panel,
comprising:

a skin including:

a surface portion; and
a folded portion extending from an end of the surface
portion and foldable;

an upper mold under which the skin is disposed; and

a lower mold sliding up or down below the upper mold,

wherein when the lower mold is elevated, a portion of
the lower mold corresponding to the folded portion
comes in indirect contact with the upper mold with the
folded portion therebetween, and a portion of the lower
mold corresponding to the surface portion forms a
space between the lower mold and the surface portion
into which a first resin is to be injected,

wherein the upper mold and the lower mold are config-

ured such that after injection of the first resin, when the
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lower mold is lowered a second resin is injected from
a side opposite to a side from which the first resin is
injected and the folded portion of the skin is folded, and

wherein the lower mold is provided with an indentation
portion indented downward and formed below the
surface portion, and the indentation portion is config-
ured to prevent the second resin from permeating
through a gap positioned between the lower mold and
the folded portion when the second resin is injected at
high pressure.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein when the second
resin is injected, the folded portion is pushed by the second
resin to be folded under the first resin, such that the folded
portion is inserted in the second resin.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein through holes are
formed in the folded portion of the skin, such that when the
second resin is injected, the second resin flows through the
through holes to reach under the first resin.

10

15

6

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a folding line is
caved at a border between the surface portion and the folded
portion.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the lower mold has
a pressing portion formed at a position corresponding to a
border between the surface portion and the folded portion,
such that the border between the surface portion and the
folded portion is pressed by the pressing portion to be sealed
when the lower mold is elevated.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the lower mold is
provided with an indentation portion that is indented down-
ward and formed below the surface portion.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first resin
comprises soft foam and the second resin comprises hard
foam.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first resin is
injected at a low pressure and the second resin is injected at
a high pressure.



